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Research progress on circular RNAs in the regulation of
angiogenesis, immune cells, and energy metabolism in
hepatocellular carcinoma
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Abstract Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is the most prevalent pathological type of primary liver cancer,
accounting for 75% to 85% of all liver cancer cases. The occurrence and development of HCC are

closely associated with the regulatory functions of both coding RNAs and non-coding RNAs. Circular
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Key words

RNAs (circRNAs) represent a novel class of endogenous non-coding RNA. CircRNAs are covalently
closed-loop RNA formed by back-splicing of precursor mRNAs. Compared to linear RNAs, circRNAs
lack the 5'-end cap and 3'-end poly A tail structure but can regulate gene expression in mammals.
CircRNAs are structurally conserved and stable and have a higher tolerance to exonucleases. In HCC,
circRNAs have been demonstrated to regulate tumor cell proliferation, migration, invasion, and
resistance to cell death. Their roles in regulating angiogenesis, genomic instability, immune surveillance,
and metabolic reprogramming are also becoming evident. However, the detailed mechanisms involving
circRNAs in HCC remain elusive, especially regarding how circRNAs regulate angiogenesis in HCC,
modulate the evasion of HCC cells from the detection and attack of the immune cells, and regulate
cellular energy metabolism to provide energy for HCC cell proliferation, invasion, and metastasis.
Studying circRNAs that play critical regulatory roles in HCC may hold promise for targeted therapies,
thereby enhancing treatment effectiveness and improving patient prognosis. In this review, the authors
summarize the abnormal expression of circRNAs in HCC and their regulatory roles in angiogenesis,
immune cell interactions, and energy metabolism for HCC cells.

Carcinoma, Hepatocellular; RNA, Circular; Neovascularization, Pathologic; Immunity; Energy Metabolism; Review
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A4 B T AR 41 41 2020 4T 4x Bk AE 4835
PR, IR T TR e R S S R A 6 oL,
i At R R S 3 7 o I 4 8 5 (hepatocellular
carcinoma, HCC) J& J5 & P 98 B 8 L ) e B 28
B, R A BRI WL B M 2 — 295 i
KR 75%0~85%0 o X /0K B DT B AT A2 A
JRE A ATHRL . VIBREUF B A SR, A R
B, REBBEE KA C G, GITF R,
BEPUR 2D TR IR b= HA 5 R 5
TR B2 %) B 40092 W A ) bR A 0 LA I HEC B B 1Y 1
MAEREE, & RHCC B E I B AR AR R AR, B
e, TR B9 AR W AR S A A IR T R O T
5 HCC M2 Wi FiG )y B B 28 3, JF Al DL 4
M 3 HCC /e B 7 5 2O LY. 4ok, pFSR
# R IICIR RNA  (cireRNA) X 988 i 19 & 4 % R A
FHZIJ7 M EELER, AN cireRNA J0 8 (19 8 BT
R It R R A R AR LA AR T, A 3 sl A A0 Y
42 VR 95 ) 40 B ek A O iR A O e AR it 5
R RE A

1976 4F, i Sanger 55175 v S5 AH 4 B U R
— Fft RNA 55 55 -4 1 25 F9 (1 RNA 4y 4 4 circRNA
HCH S A A — P BLBE BRI A G R RN BE . T
circRNA 2 18 1 X} 7 /& mRNA (pre-mRNA) Y B2 )
59 3 3 4k 3 4 B9 RNAY, 5 2R Pk RNA M L,
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circRNA ) 25 4 /0 T 5'— 2K %t 18 T Fl1 3'— 2K Ui poly A
JE L. cireRNA MR AL I & B 2589 O <7 AR 2,
JF H XF RNA # BE#% 2 4b VI R (RNase R) H AT
o BT A2 PO 3 A g A I R R B A
F W] Z Fh cireRNA 8 H L4 210 S5 1 5 40 it 25 77
S Oy X AR JEAER, BT AE4R S RNA
FFHT I RNA 431 cireRNA 78 4% Bl i U b () 1 B4
FHT 22 8 MOk M 2 1 56, A 35 AN O g o)
Ry HCC! . 2 WFIT & L, cireRNA 1] DL 3E it & F
RS 5%, W4 circRNA 7E 5 B /N RNA
(miRNA ) )7 &5 W BFFAE U7, cireRNA 5 RNA 854
B AR TAE 'Y, cireRNA ] B9 & 2R (0945
circRNA ] 76 g8 & A % J vl G BEVE T, il Lk
AR B A M BUBA TR A . B E B4 T HCC H
circRNA 1 55 #7 0F 5%, ME3R L 2 5 HCC i 45 4R
B . B 38 2 R 4 R A0 i A AR O 0 1 AL I
b HCC 1932 W7 A1 EU S %) T 00 12 41 58 4580 1) 5
IR FETF cireRNA () HCC 43 FHE 194 97 $ AEAR 31 .

1 circRNA B9 F 45145 1E & Ihae
circRNA E 24 = F A4 70 G (AR T

KA AL IR 1 cireRNA AL 35 5 R AL R
(1 cireRNA #1408 5 5 N & F [ 36 46 5 36 1Y
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circRNAPY 1] circRNA SR HLHI B =2 A =Fh. N
TR IR S M AL . 2SR IK B L i RNA 45 6 1R
FHER SR ALY ([ 1) o cireRNA B9 43T 454 B A LA
TNRHIE (1) cireRNA J73Z 43 10 76 FLAZ 2R W) 19 45 Fh 2
LU, 28 T, DECE A AL N
(2) FE LA TE 5 19 42 4 B AU () 1 2 A DR S

T, cicecRNA B FHA MM A BT EERERENFE
kP15 (3) cireRNA 2L 40 M 4, i 2D 5'- 5K 3 IE -
3-AKifipoly A BE, FAlEEMRSTHEE, N5
#% RNase R F&f#>, HAET, CHlcireRNA A =K
I fE . circRNA 1] 7 & miRNA 9 ¥ 28 £E Y, 5
RNA Z5 5 H S G, Al Eie e B s

mRNABT
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/ JL \ — s871 sEFI 5 SHEF4 —
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00O
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Figure 1 The three circularization mechanisms of circRNA formation and the three modes of circularization

2 circRNAZEHCC 7 & miRNA“ig48”

ciccRNA VEy Mg 437 38 2 Py 51 5 4 45 5 T
B 45 22 A9 miRNA, M TTT 98 15 miRNA 5 mRNA [ 45
B, ok R B IR KGR, Memezak S K B
CDRlas [ 777E 63 > miR-7 (945 & 07 5, iR |
SNIRG HEATIAE, & BT CDR1as HL A5 ¥ 45 W ff £
IS 1A cireRNA . B A 5 miR-7 W25 4G, IR0
il Dy eIt KR EAEH . AL, cireRNA 5
miRNA [ 18 I HL 1 2 5 0 4% e 0% v ik e
circRNA Ak A] VE R 6 97 I Jed 1 BRARUHE A

3 circRNASE5HCCHERRWHEEEHR
RNA GG EHES SR N S MBIFN—28

A A, I circRNAs il RNA 45 4 & 2 [8 9 4
HAE A J& cireRNA & # T fiE B9 5 8 25 7 22—,
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circRNA BE % i 2] 8 (5 o i 2 sl 8 1 A9 AT, X A
B 40 M 2 RE 7 AR R R, T R D B e SR R AT O
P, NS 20 R DAY R R A I RAE T, B
AR T, A R RIS O X A i g A A
745 B A P 3 i R B cireRNA- 2K H R
B, WM HCC B IR R AU IR L A

4 circRNAEZEEHRHIIhAE

W H, L mRNA B2 % 2 5'm7GpppN i§ Al
3'poly-A B, M circRNA H Tt = 5'- i #1 3"-A |2,
HA B E oA 2 AE 46 % RNAL BF 58 & B,
circRNA [ T I8 4% JE 6 5L R (9 3k, 34 n] D)3 oo 4y
R B HIL B cire RNA B35 08 (1 8, DT ) 41 il
B AR MR . A IEEIR B, — 28 cireRNA
52 R, % ORF, IRES T . m6A
1B W 1 % R 7 91, 3 4 A7) 6t T R Sl K P
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PR UR & CH 2L, Liang FPHF 58 IR cire B -catenin
FEEEN T HCC R4, Il % RNase-R, H
circB-catenin 7 HCC 41 21 & %3k o 1R N AR 51 32 55
22, cire-catenin FYTIT ER & 2 06 HCC /) 35 7 5%
B, F H cireB-catenin [ IR DI BEAK T B-1E &
P11 22 35 7K P 17 R 52 1 mRNA ZKF-

5 circRNAZ5 HCC gy & 4 B iE

A5 A R B B 40 i 4 Bl 6 40 1 A S K
& R8T L4 i A B AR Y H & R S AN i g
IE RS RN A P B AR TR R 3 I B0 AE S
IR R AT G| B R . cireRNA 3k I 5 R
5 HCC B il 2Z (8] i B, & & T LUAE MR YT
HCC A0 55 J7 10 3 0 T im IR, 48 v HCC B8 1Y
W, RAEAFEITERBZROER. FRPE
B, 7E 5L RS Y HCC 4H i Bz H: 3 0 i A0 s 4k op
circRNA-100338 ¥ FBE 3R 35, B 4b W 1K cireRNA-
100338 %% # 2| 32 {& A I & bk M K 48 2 (human
umbilical vein endothelial cells, HUVECs) 3 i T 1
I A= B TS P, DT 36 5 HC.C 40 i 1Y) 55 2 e
M, B UCHE W AR M A cireRNA-100338 2 5 1 1L 4
A BF HCC %% B 19 4% o 0 U R B R
circCRIMI /£ HCC 4 2 b g 25 B, I 52 55 ik B
circCRIM1 i 13 miR-378a-3p/SKP2 il #£ HCC % A= Al il
B RER ST REN, e HCC 1 % A2 i .
Wu ZE55 % I0 ME 18 2 % K1 (estrogen receptor 1,
ESR1) A4 5 W (FUS) JfRa e H4 4
& & oA B Mmoo 2
metalloproteinase-2, TIMP2 ) S N TTE BN &
cire_0004018 235 41 HCC B9 1L %5 4 i, circGFRA1
TEHCCHA MM R s w &L, mE
R SE BT RB , REAIG cireGFRAT 0] DL 4] HCC 41
JHL P I %5 0 7 o RS & PR ericGFRAT A LA 5 miR-149
454, 8 3 X miR-149 14 AR A DL 4 K 2
circGFRAT R AR 17 515 /Y9 HCC 20 i /Y 1 il 38 5 . 1F
FE M A5 A BTG M o AT L, — 2 cireRNA (19 5
HFIR A LAG] & HCC WY I 48 A 1, i i HCC 19 2R
K%

(tissue inhibitor of
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6 circRNAZ5HCCHIEmpaiEYT

i 98 248 b A A O RE 2k 3 O MR F R Y T R4
LR Ay 22— o b IR A0 3 A 45 R AL 2k LA 1)
MM A S, WA, 228, BRBE— R
AR AR T, SRR
FRYGER TR R A M AR KRR, cieRNA 2 5
o S A L 1 3% P ) R S O D) 1 R v BTG 1k R
b, A5 b JRd 20 B % A e kIR o cireRNA 7E HCC
oS NK 40 . A1 R CDST 41 i & A A
BEXZR
6.1 circRNA 5 NK 484

A B 98 i B 5% (tumor microenvironment, TME )
e, NK A g G g W PR A R B AR 928 A Jif 2 R
Z—, T NK 4 0 5 55 Gk 5 55 0 1 b e 1 e A
AH PS5 A WA circUHRF1 75 HCC 1T 98 41 il
Fh¥mEmoKERE, KR RIS NK A EE
T A N TE i T8 S P B INK A 9g 35 T ik 2 2% 1)
K. circUHRFL 0] L 38 23 B f# miR-449¢-5p fi¢ if
NK 4 i | TIM-3 25 B0 25 (g 3k, #E 1 X IFN-y
HUTNF-o 09 A2 550 A AR L DT 400 7] NK 2 i
D) REDY, i f3 HCC & Ay ik ik . 7F HCC 4141
140 M0 A hsa_cire_0048674 & FE % ik, JfF & Y4
miR-223-3p ¥ 4% >k M 7F PD-L1 % 35 o i i A
hsa_circ_0048674 11l T4l A=+, i, Z28,
J8 T A A A R, TR AR E T ONK A0 A S
HCC 8 PER DL g5 RAUEB, ¥4 cireRNA 7] DL [A]
B 98 25 HCC 1) 145 A B RN S BE 4L . 7E HCC 21 21
1 hsa_cire_0007456 ik B . T4, hsa_circ_0007456
Al LA i X miR-6852-3p 14 45 A LA K 18 15 40 At 1] 7
B 2 5 1
ICAM-1) (YRI5 NP T NK 40 i1 /- 7 #9 HCC 5
PE, SECHCC & A & B b s ik i, #f 55 k
B, HEWE Z K (androgen receptor, AR) il ifil fY
circARSPO1 ] DA {2 #F UL16 45 & & 1 1 (ULI6
binding protein 1, ULBP1) /Y3 ik 3% 58 NK 41 il /i
T HCC 4 B 19 20 ffd 75 M . 10 ULBP1 2 — Fp 4y 3 i
Je 2 M 55 NK 20 B AH B PR FH 9 NKG2D B AR A8 181 2%
140 B e A RW /b nl DLAR E], o R )
circRNA [ 5 & 3¢ 35 0] B8 2% 5 35 NK 41 Jifd X HCC 119
BEPE, MR AP HCC M e e ki Sk, nl ok
HCCIRYT 5 T Ja 34t 18 i v A0 b o

(intercellular cell adhesion molecule 1,
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6.2 circRNA 5ERE4HAE

Fi W 20 B A o — Fp B G RE AR M, 7E KSR
o g rh 5 S BEVE o cireRNA 7E H AR 32
Fik, IR E WM 0B AR o 0 R Y M 4 A
TEA R A 2 b ml DU AE oy M1 () Bl M2
(BRAR) E Mg, M1 E Wi 4 i = 220 2 BT B
BB, TEVLAR N B A P8 A BR i e 40 i
B BE S, R TME Py, M1 EL W5 40 i R 43 06 400 i
D, 5 A 0 e 5 of i v o 40 R s ek e 4 g
1) 1 FH A2 2 i 2 448 e 7 e R0 M2 W 4 i
ST 910 ) G g WA I e BT Il TR T, i M2 3R A
) 8 R G B W 4 AR R 02 2 O E S R R A RS,
WFFEE & B, B A9 hsa_cire_0074854 2 ik A [ ik
APUFER (HuR) AR, I - E s
e Ak, ) B 41 ) Ah W A4 A 5 9 I 4 i M2 A% b
RAMH HCC th 1y i Fl iz 28 . Wang S0V L, 1E
HCC ' hsa_circ_0110102 7] W% Fff miR-580-5p; fi
miR-580-5p i B 4% 5 PPARa 1Y 3'UTR 454, M K&
i 7 HCC 40 f a4k I F ik 2 (CCL2) 7~k
AR, 1 CCL2 BE 3 3 FoxO1 L p38MAPK < i (1
75 =S B A0 M B ARG B -2/ AT SR B2 (COX-
2/PGE2) i . A5t , hsa_circ_0110102 /£ A
miR-580-5p 1Y 1 47 , 3 & B X HCC 2 Jifd ' PPAR«
BTk, M CCL2 43 W) TME H, 8K Ji5 38 2 8 17
COX-2/PGE2 il % 7E HCC 410 il 5 1w 240 it 88 ikt i 4%
AN F . B UL AT LLFE Y, 78 HCC Y cireRNA 38 £
L G 3 6% 1 ) 5 40 0 A Ak DA T B0 3 HCC 19 &
R
6.3 circRNA 5 CD8*T 4848

B I 5 A g R 5 52 400 B IR A i e Ak kR
X T R R B e B T D BB 2R A CDST 4H
JRL iR ke A B g 00 S R b e e K 0 A TR
T30 CDS'T 21 Jf ib T HRE M AR A, 51 & b Jg 440 i ik
W BE Y & B, HCC 40 4 W R Ah A
circCCAR1 38 3 Jin 7 CDS8'T 40 g o) ik B 15, i 15
PD-L1 ik 85 m, IF 42 3 Bt PD1IR 7 19 K0 5 5L
HCC KA K& . B M KL/ circPRDM4 78 HCC P
Fik, W HIF-1a 5 CD274 3 3h 1 2 18] f A1
HAER, MWmE#E PD-L1 95535, A BT HCC 40 i
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I3 CD8'T 20 g 1Y BT Jih 958 4 922 6 31>, cireRNA i
1F 0 HCC 8 0 28 55 v CD8'T 48 i 7 £ TNF-a,
IFN-vy, URIEE-B M2 fLE, (23 PD-L1 B35 A
1 55 30 CD8™T 24 Jfi Ty 6 AE v 1M A& A= F 93 16 ik

7 circRNAZ5Z1page =5

7 b g 3 Ji b 2 v B A3 S 9 Sy b At i
(A A o 24 I T AR R . P K Ak
B Mg A PR AN A B0 B T
i AR i RNA B9 P39, 10 cireRNA o circRNA
A A A R AL a G A A AR O Y R g L AT
il HCC iy & & .

7.1 circRNA 5#EEfE

IEH AR R, M AR SRR T A
Tl T2 Ak T RE A 5 0 L A ATP flERE AN 7E B
F At HEABEREfE . SR, Warburg % 5 i3 40 fifd
R 7 AR R0 A B O AR, X R AR
H “Warburg R0 B0 BFFEPTE L, cireRPN2 38 4
3 ENO1 [ £ £ 5 miR-183-5p/FOXO1 %l > 41 61
HCC A7 %00 B% % A% B8 o cire_0091579 i 43 i i
miR-490-5p/CASC3 il {2 1F HCC 41 At 1 W B fig 0
cire-PRMTS5 7E miR-188-5p/HK2 i | %F HCC 40 fifs A 44
B . T B IR T i OC A TP, R cireRNA 78
HCC (# TME H if] 5 B 1% fige 128 2 A Jirb oo 2k Je S 39 o
BEP AR . T8 2 ] cireRNA AT S50 AT 808 %
fige ] M HCC A9 E 2 .

7.2 circRNA 55 R R it

Jig AR 38 2 51 K e 2 R 1Y S — A bR AR
PR i g 4 2 < R K B 0 i I R R A 7 4 R
SN PEERR T IR A RO RRCR I, R
Jig B A A w8 1) HC.C S8 38 M0 1] b e B Je B P, 3
T2 o N i 4 B A1 WA R B Y cire-DB I 43 16 W
Bt miR-34 TG 72 2 45 S PR &K H 8 7 (ubiquitin-
specific protease 7, USP7) fBl-F-#& & T HCC B # 1Y)
PRAR L), fof HCC #F Ji& . 0 0E (Y AL T A75 9% Xk LA
PR, WEU— LK. cireRNA X HCC 1) 1ML 55
J AP A RN e AR T A ORI 8 A 1
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F1 circRNA 7 HCC SgyERHLE
Table 1 Action mechanism of circRNAs in HCC

circRNA FKihEA ke YR ik
circRNA-100338 e P45 A 1 HUVECs [33]
circCRIM1 LA (K=g=Ni miR-378a-3p/SKP2 [34]
circ_0004018 1A EE IR =229 ESR1/circ_0004018/FUS/TIMP2 [35]
circGFRA1 1A P IAE A= 1 miR-149 [36]
circUHRF1 | A NK 4 3 miR-449¢-5p/TIM-3 [39]
hsa_circ_0048674 i VEFE NK 20 it 15 44 miR-223-3p/PD-L1 [40]
hsa_cire_0007456 R P NK 47 miR-6852-3p/ICAM-1 [41]
circARSP91 T A NK 206 7 1 AR/circARSP91/ULBP1 [42]
hsa_circ_0074854 1A W ELE A AR Ak HuR [50]
hsa_circ_0110102 T P F VAT AR Ak miR-580-5p/PPARa/CCL2 [51]
circCCAR1 i P CD8T 4 MG 14 PD-LI [54]
circPRDM4 1A JEF5 CD8'T 41 i o HIF-1a 55 CD274/PD-L1 [55]
circRPN2 i AT R ENO1/miR-183-5p/FOXO01 [57]
circ_0091579 1A WA EE miR-490-5p/CASC3 [58]
circ-PRMT5 I AT ER miR-188-5p/HK2 [59]
circ-DB i Ve IR B A miR-34/USP7 [61]

8 E 'l'—'Eé mRNA network related to macrophage infiltration in hepatocellular

circRNA HG ZFh A e fetEfiohae, HR W
TR HHCCEA WG A KA &, 75 8 i ¥
circRNA A1 5630 % 0] 835 HCC W & R R . — &5
WFFE 5 743 UE B T cireRNA 1E 0 HCC 28 ¥ 5 75 9 4
W71 circRNA 78 HCC /9 1 45 A sl /EH . (2
AN FE VS K A AL B AR el = 5 g R
M5 HCC B4 kT EN — LR . FE,
cirecRNA 5 H A S B 4 f A5 C H W IR 6 R,
circRNA J& 40 fi] B AR 2 5 G A1 8 4, 40 f] 3 2o
i HCC YR — L eh 5 . & bRk
circRNA J& — AN 4E 5 A 1T s R 7 1) . IR R R
circRNA # ¥ HCC Y HLI N 25, BEH HCC 1Y I IR R
I T NIRGURGVIES

AarR: FAEEDFRARGEEAGY R

YVEH Tk F . vHiE LA T AL FHRATIRE fo
PR T AT KA L E IS B i R ASEME
F-F A,

2% Xk
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