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Research progress of molecular signatures associated with cervical
lymph node metastasis in differentiated thyroid carcinoma
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Abstract Differentiated thyroid carcinoma (DTC) exhibits an indolent progression and a favorable prognosis, but
it is prone to early cervical lymph node metastasis (LNM), which is closely associated with postoperative
recurrence and poor prognosis. High-resolution ultrasound, CT scanning, and fine-needle aspiration
biopsy are commonly used methods for preoperative assessment of the presence and extent of cervical
LNM. With the development of molecular biology techniques, significant progress has been made in the
understanding of molecular mechanisms related to the prognosis of DTC. It holds the promise of
providing new non-invasive and accurate ways to preoperatively assess cervical LNM, individualize
surgical plans, and reduce unnecessary lymph node dissection. Here, the authors, based on current

clinical research, summarize and discuss the relationship between molecular biomarkers and cervical
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LNM in DTC, as well as their potential value in diagnosis and prognosis.
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PR B 98 & N o i 2R 8, 2 Sk AR e i L
B R, i 48 12020 A 4 BROET & IR R R
58.6 J1 Bil, o5 A ERJEAE S WY 3%, A8 LoV G
S A BB DA, AT 10 4 R R G K fc DR ik
S o 4% 3% M SEER B G i, R AR 2L Sk IR s
(papillary thyroid carcinoma, PTC) i BT 78 H R IR 96

B 89.1%; H Ak IR € W 9 (follicular thyroid
carcinoma, FTC) #F1 B 18 40 g g (oncocytic

OCA) & 79%; W IR IR B K
(medullary thyroid carcinoma, MTC ) 5o1.8%; HR
MR AR 434k 9% (anaplastic thyroid carcinoma, ATC)
1.0%; FAR R 8 R0 5 0.2%, o PTC R FTC 42
Fr R gy Ak BB AR MR 98 (differentiated  thyroid
carcinoma, DTC). BARDTC )G B, 5HEALHER
2003 4 1) 67.5% 42 T+ 2 2015 4F- 19 84.3% , #77 &
K WK 3 [ 52 ] 3k 989%™, B By B R Y B S ER
N oA (lymph node metastasis, LNM), 15%~
50% f& W12 i B B0 LNM - 209%~69% 7l i
B SFTHS LMY, LNM 5 855 B T8 5 AE A7 39147 75 I
FOCHK, 31X AT fE 2 1Y 0 AR A2 K RIS DA T 52 i 5
JE, H R DR RS Al LNM 7E DTC I K 32
B TAET R B2

3 1A R PR I 2 BT A R G Y — 2
T2, AN AR 2 R B B ) DTC 4 28 1
PR AL A0 LNM B AT 1 5 B T B RSCE 1R R4S
BT 45 o F bR B W R 7E DTC A iy 35 0 #5156
LNM tp iy i JH f {8, LA 98 5 DTC 8 & S0k 12
BEE AL e, dE A T RELT RN RS
4 B2 7 B TR B BN 0 B TR B

carcinoma ,

1  DTCEIEBLNM4F &

DTC 38 Wy FUEB Ik L5 | i ik 1 R s i B8, I
R T AR AT HODR R IR AR G o Xk LS (VIX),
M JG 4545 5 W 25510, w1 #5250 Tk At
WSS (H~IVIX) K#iE = MXkEgs (VIX),
RS E FOmKEL (VIIX), DUEZXER
JE (O 81.4%) , U IX T B b WU, E 43 aT

© WA )3 of [ FF I F A EPTA

WK R, BRI (VIK) #8,
X (I~VIX) 58, KA RN 1.6%~21.8%,
SRS >45 % PR K /IN<S mm L R T LR R A
A it al B b AR R BB BR A B i fa B R
XM DXk A5 TS, — W T I8 R AR
Meta 73 B! 45 1 5% 78 % il | A 40 0 o . DI
(70.5%) >1VIX (663%) >IIX (534%) >V IX
(253%) >I1IX (3%) . LiZ8U350 47 % Bl g [X LNM
B =3 M KX LNM 2 V X LNM f9 0l 7 £ 5 [
E, Hfp VX LNM LAV XHEZ UL, Song 255 46 1
T8 Y7 PR M 3514 49 /9 PTC B3 BF o8 kK IR JF R &
HH Va X A9 LNM .

2 DTICHXESESIERK

PR R 98 25 5 14 73 1 LR 32 2 5 22 28 Ui Ak
M ¥ (mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK)
MowE BE mE O B -3- WM OM/E A OO B
(phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase/protein  kinase B, PI3K/
Akt) {55l B B G IR O, HRR DD 6% 2E R AL
Py RFIW (1) o PTC W % #5745 B MAPK, AR
4 e S 5E 5 V5 1T BB (extracellular signal-regulated
kinase, ERK) fF~5 i I A9t {5 2% 48 5, 1 RET
& Al NTRK1 & HE . BRAF % 25 . RAS % 7% 7&
MAPK P i 2 56 S B o i 5 7, B PTC 3 H A
LR IR FE D B, A2 9% 1Y PTC [R] I A7
1E i kL M 0 B SR Mg S K
transcriptase , TERT) J& 3 T X 28 2% Fil BRAF % RAS
RAL, AN PTC #Y 1= 28 1w T 485 417 — il 3K 3 2
BUAE Y PTCY, FTC 2 PI3K/Akt {5 %5 38 % 7% 5
() 3 D8 9 25 T 30, £ 45 PAXS/PPAR-y-1 5 HE DL &
HRAS . NRAS I KRAS Ji i J ] 8 45 4, 1% ik 119
TS 50 16 A5 B R Al AN 5K ) 8 E R JR ) Rk
(phosphatase and tensin homolog deleted on chromosome
ten, PTEN) . PI3K. Akt Flifi L 3 4 & A R K
FH (mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR), PTEN
JE X BT Akt BTG K A ] PI3K {5 5 19 56 4k 67 98 45 A
T, mTOR J& PI3K AH G Sl 8 FU K BRI R b, &

( telomerase reverse
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508 FRAF 5 R A 40 A A R g AT AR
PR~ 1 441 g PR 5 4 38 0 A N A2 AR, B0 PIBK, 5K
i 2 0% RAS 30 PI3K, #1117 1% 4k Akt il mTOR .
mTOR % il 4 I P9 A% 4 K 5 80 mRNA B 8 3¢
SRR i s TR R, TR R A AR
PRI

RET

NTRK
'1[‘ ALK
- RAS V
<
- 5 »p“-
PIP2 PIP3 PIP2

/
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o
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El1 DTCHXESHESERE
Figurel Signal pathways associated with DTC

3 SFHREWEDICH
M

J15B LNM F1 i dh i1

3.1 BRAF"™®3R7F

BRAFYF J& 55 4F 3 PTC 12 W vh o 46 1% 358 3 0
A, BRAF % [H T1799A % 48 5 ¥t BRAF &
V60OE 2 K& IR Hi 4l 24 IR 78 4 4% Z R , 1% BRAF/
MEK/MAPK {5538 % , i i Joffg A . 200 346
%, 16 PTC Wiy & K 29%~69%, 5 PTC K
g ML AH G, 5 R g 58 FTC 5 & HL R T
RSN A — BEfIF 5P Y BRAFYO" 545 1] L i
FUWM LNM, H 5 PTC @ B AMZ A0 . % BR () TNM
S RREREEN . BN E R E UM, A
ﬁzﬁ%m”%%mmww% SBHME S PTC 12 28
It R B AR, 0 HJE LNM Z ) IF Bk, E A
@4%¥ﬁf%ﬁMmMﬁiﬁFMWﬁ%L—
A TE o SCHRBCHE 2 38 1) R — 3501k T AR 5 A gT AR
HRER I S G, WA [R5 P R AR
Jebgeg K/ o ML ERA E . RE 43 ). &7 5 TERT %
PR 98 A5 I A7 S5 A7 76 1 25 25 5 o Silver 2520 121 4]
PTC & e IR BLAR 53 P AL . HAR<L em 20 FIEL

© WA )3 of [ FF I F A EPTA

B o11~1.5 em 21, BPOHROBR L/ 2Lk R e
(papillary thyroid microcarcinoma, PTMC) ZH F1 /]
PTC 41, WF5% K& /N PTC 41 " BRAFY®F 58 45 5 LNM
E R FEME (P=0.001 6), i PTMC 41 " BRAF'®*
ARG LNM JC K . Zha SFP 45 A RIS 1, b
EHAE>1 em, BRAFY™" 28745 [ 40 LNM % A= %2 2 fib
o HAE<1 em . BRAFY™ 5848 (PR Y 2.55 fF (P=
0.036), VIHL A A FIPE G 5 A5 25 5 B . X EEAFSY
7R 1 AR A T3 UE A BRAFY 8 A5 45 A PTMC f&
HREKAE, B S EWKM (acute surveillance,
AS) WF ARG LM LS, Wang FEL BT M . BX
PN SE P PTC B2 P, BRAFY®F 58 748 [ ¥ LNM %
AR Sy G & BRAFYOR 28 A8 B PE Y 1.24 . 1.27
2.07 f% o Zhang SF7 305 F AP R PN T 2H A1
I, #ME@%L%%%E%E%(%ﬂ%)
A UL 4 PTC 8 35 K i 2] BRAFY™" 58 48 [H 4% B,
N7 2% B HR A R R R ﬁﬁEmM%mo
3.2 RAS®ZT

241 30% 1Y FTC 77 7F RAS 2878, Hi v NRAS %
5 HRAS . KRAS 272 8 UL, RAS 742 & T 59
B A, AE R EHRBRIR , 40 14%~48% 1) 1§
R R (follicular adenoma, FA) B & UL .
4Rk, R SCER TS RAS 28748 5 LNM [ ¢
B, XA RES FTC A /D Kk A LNM, 1 2 i i 147
RS Ko Medici S5PY45 H RAS 28748 FHME 9 45 15
WIE FA, & FTC, HJ0t4E LNM 76 N #Y 1= 28 v
I RS B AR, L rp 5 AR AR HAT 1 iy B
BEDT (CF3834F), WK /R LNMESL, X$2
7 AR RAS 28 7458 BH M 25 38 285 15 0k KU, H
4 A A XU 98 0 25 A . Fukahori 2524 38 14 58 44
FTC 1 RAS 245,34 5 LNM L ¢ (P=041) .
3.3 TERTEZTFERAERZE

TERT J3 3h 1 X 58 72 76 C228T il C250T P 4> %€
AF PN, TERT C228T Al C250T %€ 48 7€ PTC . FTC
1) % A2 R4y 5 10% vs. 2% . 30% vs. 5%, Bae
AP 222 ] DTC 8 45 1 TERT )3 3) % 48 FH 1
5 LNM (P=0.011) . WEWMU@%U%E%
FIOEM:, TERT JH 8h T 2848 £ 2 Ml A o LR 58
%ﬁm¢,Mﬁfm&%%\ﬁ%%§%Pm\f
122 A FTC %5, H TERT J& 8 F % 28 £ BRAFY*"
AR FHAE R PTC Th 88 8 WL, (B A 58k 3
TERT J& 3 T 2875 5 LNM 2 [A] 3% A B 3 C 1, xnf
Al 5 B 5 T K 2 B0 3 B SR AT T A BR Y 5
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SRR R 5530 %

kR E AR PR AR T B
FH K

TERT )3 3 7 5 2% 5 BRAFY & RAS 5¢ 45 $h 7f
T BIIE S5 23 34 DTC A= 28 v B A R 15 KR, (H
5 LNM B9 56 & W & 7= A 218 o Xing 5E17E 507 4
PTC & % 1 [5] BF 4G 1) BRAFYO" Fl TERT C228T %75 ,
WL B WG Fh 298 A8 B M AUAE FE BRAFY" 58 45 Fil
TERT C228T 4%, W 28 A8 A7 41 LNM & A 5 47
WM 202% . 424% . 38.5%. 63.6%, 2=5¥yHA
it B X (P<0.05), KB PIC B # INM 5
BRAFY" F TERT C228T &AL ¥ A 3% LB, MM
Pl o A JLAE R, LNM & Az R0 & Honl i 4R &
KGImAN R, 78 PTC AR CPTC 4143 Hr iF 58
Hh, X gE R 7, H TERT C228T 5 BRAF %
WA B A, X PTC B LNM 5 it 1
WG sgm B AR E M RAER. XTS5
BRAFY" 343 (1) MAPK 38 [ 38 &8 A= ji F1 35 5 ETS A
+ 5 TERT J& 8 I F W AH B AE T, 4 #F TERT 2 A
B _E AT 5P {H Ren 25558 3 XF 342 ] PTC
H VAT 4y RN & B TERT J ) 7 2878 55 BRAFY"
HAFE PR X INM, If[X LNM ., LNM %% 8% %05 |
RIS UIBRM B 58Ik . £ F TERT J7 ) T %
75 FIRAS 58 748 A7 95 191 . 13 A7 SR B LNML i 2 ™1
3.4 RET#INTRKEHE

PTC 5 3 Fi AN [7] 1 1255 6 s 2 1 i il sk A1 o HE A
% . RET. NTRKI FINTRK3, RET & HEFF18 fi&
PR Bk B RET/PTC, NTRK 5 HE BT 15 (19 4% 4 3
AR TRK, 7™ A 1 i 5 B 1 L & IR TC A Kt
P TG B I R B TS M . R — S S
JC ik &% B RET 5 HE 5 PTC A AT A I R 5 BE 45 AF £
5 LNM {776 % V) B, A4 2 F RET/PTC3 il 4
PTC H A& WA 228 £ A, Hd 5 LNM ¢,
Jii 3K Zhou ZEPOE 50 15 PTC .34 FR#F5E K BL, 8 BlF
TE RET ®HE, H RET/PTC 5 LNM i 2 #3¢, RET/
PTC FH 1 A8 3 5 3 47 HIOCR bk 45 52 Ry F
RET/PTC BH 9% 1 , #¢ 5 ] RET/PTC 1 BRAFY®" ¢
AL R E T, M OSSP 3S9R . H RET/PTC FH
PE4H NF-kB, IL-1B. IL-6. TNF-«. TGF-B )3 ik
o, $8 RET/PTC 7] G358 NF- B 935 P . RAE
A J0T Y e 3R UM T 25 0 5% F% . NTRK1/3 81 HEFE B
PTC FZE W, KRN 2.3%~6.7%, #7 BRIUEE 72 W
HATBE 5 50 B LNM A 2C,  Chu ZEP77E 11 6] NTRK
HEHOIR B R PR R B, WIS e T A R E

© WA )3 of [ FF I F A EPTA

JR R B 2 85 A KR, DIz ik e

R R3S LNM S REAE o {H T RET 3 HE .

NTRK 5 HF & A BHPE SRR . FEA I R/, ik se4h

WA TR W Z IR G -

3.5 ER&EZE AR (matrix metalloprotein -
ase,MMP)

MMP Ht MMP-9 2 i 98 & A= axb P v 366 i 6 o i
WIEAMZ AL . R R SC M 2 —, Liu
PG 112 6] PTC S %, BF5E & 0 MMP-9 £ 3k
F EVH, HAFAE T YL IX LNM ) X LNM 58 i 3] i
8 LNM  (II+IV) [ MMP-9 % ik /K F- 3 & . Zhang
A1 % B PTC A 5 A £ LNM H % MMP-9 5% ik 5 JiF
ERAGI R L, MMPO iR KL (+++) T
ULTFAEA LNM B PTC (80.95%, 17/21) . LiZEH0%
B MMP-9 1Y) mRNA 14 H K3k KF 5 LNM & 25 4
X, W TGF-B1. SNAI1 F1 MMP-9 7& [ % ik 2 [A]
FEAE BB A M, AR A 4 38 =4 F 1Y [H)
235 5 LNM (19 AH 56 P T 5ok 38 5K 5
AU 3 PTC 3 MMP-1 Fl TIMP-1 % ik K % 5
LNM A 56, e X LNM 41 i 6 3k K F e, Al B
PR O DX LNM g J0 2, T MMP-2. MMP-9 119
FB A5 M X LNM 66 .

3.6 Ki-67

Ki-67 3 5 15 0% 40 j 36 78 i b 5, AR
S HOIR B 98 00 J5 43 25 0 AT SEAR AR W o Zhou SR
T 108 45 PTMC H Ki-67 5 H1 9 [X LNM 43 & 3 S 1K
(P<0.01), AJAE k40 Wil R 2 J 760 ] Ui 98 5 17 o 22
FEHR . Lei ZEWIHE5E K& B PTC 4 Ki-67 15 $0>3%
e Kk 4558 (CLNM) BEM K, Y4 Ki-67
FEH>5% mf, TEREAR 8 CLNM I 75 Al ok L 45 2 2
., Matsuse S5 H Aydogan S AR T H 24
f 45 5, B Ki-67 55 LNM . I JR Il X LNM  (N1b) .
S ERUESC A LNM (pN1) # o ZF A ¢, H5imih
PR & SCHREUHE B R — BObE T RE 5 45 0 55
BB BRI Ki-67 B (H 15 00 B A fE 0 B 2% 5
Matsuse 51 FK Ki-67 45 & TERT Jii 2)) T 5 BRAFY**
A LNM S BRG 2 G it 2% 22 5%, A1 78 B0
PTC & kTR 6, BRER LK 6.225~88,
DR I 75 B T 22 WF 5 R I Ki-67 5 HAth 7y T R A8 4 A
X LNM (1) 750 f1E
3.7 HMHFHREW

MW A KT C (VEGF-C) 5l S i A
SR A K I AR PR L R G AL, Selemetjev

Bumber
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WF 52U & B PTC 8 35 . VEGF-C P [A) 3 %
MMP-9 &% survivin £ [ 19 {55 7K - % 35 5 LNM i & A
X (P<0.005), #%%E3E P PTEN % 2% v] 5 5 % 41 4
21 i 1 B8 A0 A DI AR 2 FTC 2 R, — 0 A
PV TC I8 4 4L W R N AT, PTEN 2 45 # 5
LNM 2% (P=0.007) . P FLBEEELE Z 3 (galectin 3,
GAL3) TEHAN BRI . Wi kA kRl A bl 8 22
YER, W58 & B GAL3 78 PTC & i kb i Rk 5
LNM i 3 4 3¢, 78 LNM J5 kE v 3 R ah , R
LNM g kv GAL3 1 i AT i 2 41 2 i 9 48 Jf DA i 4
g kb b BE M Sk & AR LNMB TR R . Yu 2550 7E 60 f4]
PTC & # o il B AR A% & W1l GAL3 F1 26 fR RNA
(circular RNAs, circRNA) ' A9 circRNA-UMADI ,
(02 e T (S5 7) i 7 O 10 i A vt 7/ B L
PTC & & B AF7E LNM, 78 LNM [ PTC i & 4
M, GAL3 F1 circRNA-UMADI 3 ik 4 8 & T+ 5
Z W H T AE F E 2k (receiver operating
characteristic, ROC) | 1 fH
curve , AUC) 4087, 5 —Fr &% 0 LNM 11
BRORRE | RS R XA BT RGN . R R AN W AR
FEATEER, Chen SFPHEST & B i 5 v WG Fh i
/INRNA (microRNA, miRNA), miR-6774-3p Fil miR-
6879-5p Xf PTC & # LNM H A7 R iF iy iz Wi %, H
H A A2 W 0 R RE o — 25 42 5 o Huang %51 &
PR BT R ARERE 1 (U-Ex-Tg) WEFEHS5IVIX
LNM 8¢ .

DTC SR [ ok PF 2w BE G A iy, (H A A A
M E P LNM, B 2 b R AT
R R R AR, HET, ARETIEAL R
A DX LNM 3 2000 o 5 R T B, 3O G b
KA I EL 5 1 A7 R T 28 0 S A, A AR D E
BEREML T —Fh oA . A AT RE 23 50 o o SO  H
UK, AR I R WE 58 B8 B AT A7 7 2 i A4 i
AL, HERA R LA 4> bR AR B0 LNM A 1
W 53 M S AF 5T OE AEJT R, LA R I IR b DTC ik
L0 55 335 41 i) A0 2 3 it e

(the area under the

BR AR R A LA EFR

ETRAER: DB R IR Lok
Ir%klfﬂu 'Z(‘.'Jﬂﬂ}g] Z‘j’“i/l)\ /E}f‘mjfas‘— ’Eﬂ'ib'bt‘l“' ’35’5
T 3 VR f T SRR 2 9F 33

5% Tk
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